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Vhe Cross of Christ. 

By the late Dr. Andrew Murray. 

I. 

The Spirit leads to the Cross. 

1 5?" IT I- J h J ^° SS , S His ch,ef character- 
Ktic , that which distinguishes Him from a]] in 

ChrislToX r^ diSC ° Ve - re S ^ the S P irit was th-t led 
of th * ^° SS ' T T Jl sec how this » only one part 

of the great subject, the Spirit of the Cross. We shall see 

frZ i kd a - 1St UP t0 the Cro ^, He flows forth 

i Tower" And " TS P , UrCh r V^ the -WtationTf 
ChSsttn k WC st \ ali , then furt ^r find that as He led 

Uinst to the cross, and the cross ed to the dvine of th7 

£Tu;e S He h l Pint Wil1 al T S lead back t0 ^ it 






The Cross our Life. 
Scripture does not teach that with the bearing of the 
cross and the atonement, the meaning of the cross is ex- 
hausted ; that when we trust to its finished work, our only 
reation to ,t „ that of grateful confidence with what 
we are to it. No it tells us that in the most intimate 
mutual fellowship the cross is to he our life. We are to live 
as criiafiec with Christ : we are to walk as those who have 
crucified the flesh, and can conquer it in no way but by 
every hour regarding it as crucified. We are day by day 
to bear the cross and to glory in it, because each moment 
our relation to the world is to be that of men who are 
crucified to the world and know and feel the world 

and mark the only true Christian l,fc ; if this is to be our 
ikemindedness to Jesus we" want to know what it was 
tha made the Spirit of the cross the only power by which 
Christ could win life for us, or by which we can possess, 
and enjoy life in Him. 

The path in which jesus Christ walked had its value in 
the hrst place, not from the amount of suffering, or the 

an mty H A ft* ^ fr ° m the ^position which 

animated Him. And that disposition was not something 
strange or different which came in His last hour, but what 
animated and inspired H,m through the whole course of 
His earthly life. And it H only as this Spirit becomes the 
ammatmg principle of the life of the believer, that the 
thoughtoi oeing crucified with Christ" can have anything 
like true meaning. Whence had our Lord this mind which 
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was in Him, and the power at any cost to carry it out ? we 

have the answer in our text : "Who through the Eternal 
Spirit offered Himself without blemish unto God." 

_ It was this Eternal Spirit that was in Christ from His 
birth, that taught Him to say — words that contain the seed 
of the obedience of the cross — "I must be in the things of 
my Father." ft was this Spirit that led Him in baptism 
to humble Himself to be treated a sinner. It was this Spirit 
with which He was then afresh baptised, to fit Him for the 
death, to which the baptism had set Him apart. It was this 
Spirit that Jed Him into the wilderness, there to resist, and 
overcome and begin the struggle, that ended on Calvary. 
It was through this Spirit, that He was led on, step by step, 
to speak of, and meet, and bear, all He had to suffer. As it 
had been in the prophets, "the Spirit of Christ which 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ," so it was 
through the Eternal Spirit that all was fulfilled and accom- 
plished. The Spirit of God, dwelling in flesh, leads inevit- 
ably and triumphantly to the cross. 

The cross is the most perfect expression of the mind of 
the Spirit ; of what He asks and works. God taking- 
possession of human nature to free it from sin, and fill it 
with Himseif, can do so in no other way but by slaying it. 
There is in the wide universe no possibility of liberation 
from the power of sin, but through personal separation 
from it in entire death to it. What God demands, the 
Spirit works ! He worked in the man Christ jesus, the 
spotless Holy One, Who yet in virtue of His union with us, 
and as our forerunner in the path of life, needed to die to» 



sin. He works it now as the Spirit of Christ in each of 

His members. 

The Crucifixion Spirit. 

Let us all who desire to be filled with the Spirit, stay and 
worship here. The Spirit leads to the death of the Cross. 
As He had nothing higher to do for us in Christ, ere He 
quickened Him in the grave, He has no higher work He 
can do for the believer than to lead him into the perfect 
fellowship of the cross. Pause and worship here, and pray 
to know what it means. Hast thou yielded truly to the 
Spirit to lead thee, as He led Christ, in the path of the 
cross ? _ though seeking for the fulness of the Spirit, in 
hill unity of heart with His one ourpose to be in thee the 
crucifixion Spirit, as He was in Christ? To thee, as to 
Christ, this is the sure, the only path, to glory. 

II. 

Deny Self and take the Cross. 

If any man would come after Me, lei him deny himself and take up 
his cross datly and follow Me For whosoever would save his life, shall 
ltmxU bat whosoever shall lose his life for My sake, shall save it.—Luke ix, 

' N our previous meditation we saw how deep and intimate 
the relation between the disciple's taking his cross and 
his following Christ. Here we have an additional 
thought suggested. Let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow Me : the deepest root of the cross- 
bearing and the following is here uncovered. Even while 
the Christian is striving earnestly to follow Christ, and in 



some measure to take his cross, there is a secret power that 
resists and opposes and prevents. The very man who is 
praying and vowing and struggling to follow fully what 
desire and will and heart are apparently set on, in his inmost 
self refuses the cross his Lord has called him to. Self, the 
real centre of his being, the controlling power, refuses to 
accept. And so Christ teaches Peter, and us, when He 
for the second time speaks of taking the cross, that it must 
commence with the total denial of self. 
The Cross means Death ; 
taking the cross, means the acceptance of and surrender to 
death ; self, the real inner life of the person must die : 
the taking up the cross and the following of Jesus will be 
unceasing failure, unless the beginning is made here : let 
him deny himself and take up his cross. He that loseth his 
life shall find it. 

Christ calls me to hate, to lose my life ; to deny thai 
which gives life its proper value, that which I am in my 
own proper person— to deny myself. And why is this life 
to be put first under the cross, and then on the cross ? 
And why, if He died for me on the cross, and won life for 
me why must I still die, deny myself, and daily take up 
my cross? 

Why the Cross ? 

The answer is simple, and yet not easy of apprehension. 
Only to the soul that consents to obey jesus before it under- 
stands, will the real spiritual answer be opened up. Through 
the sin of Adam the life of man fell out of its high estate, 
where it was a vessel in which God made His power and 




blessedness to work, and fell under the power of this world, 
in which the god of this world has his rule and his do- 
minion. And so man has become a creature possessed of a 
strange, unnatural worldly life. The will of God and 
heaven, and holiness, for which he was created, have 
become darkened and lost to him. The pleasures of the 
flesh, and of the world, and of self, which are all the dark 
accursed workings of the Evil Spirit, have become natural 
and attractive. Man sees not, knows not, how sinful, 
wretched and deadly they are— alienated from God, and 
all bearing within them the very seeds of hell. And this 
self, this inmost root of man's life, which he loves so well, 
is just the concentration of all that is not of God, but of the 
Evil One. With a great deal of what is naturally beautiful 
and seemingly good, the power of self and its pride corrupts 
all and makes it the very seat of sin, and death, and hell. 

Once one has consented to this life of the entire denial 
of self, the 

Cross will he welcomed 
and loved as the appointed power of God for freeing us of 
the evil power that is the only hindrance in our way of 
being fully conformed to the image of God's Son, loving 
and serving the Father even as He did. To deny self is the 
inner spirit, of which taking the cross is the manifestation. 

Let him deny himself, and take the cross daily, and follow 
Me. The insight into what the denial of self means makes 
clear why the cross must be taken up daily. It is not only 
special trial or suffering that calk to it ; in the time of 
quiet and prosperity the need is still more urgent. Self is 









the enemy that is ever near, and ever seeking to regain its 
power. When he came down from the third heavens Paul 
was in danger of being exalted ; the denial of self and the 
bearing of the cross is to be the every-day spirit. When 
Paul says, "I have been crucified with Christ," "Far be it 
from me to glory save in the cross by which I have been 
crucified to the world," he speaks of himself as living each 
moment the Crucifixion Life. 

You may have seen the device of a hand holding a cross, 
with the motto Teneo et Tenem — I hold and am held, or to 
put it more freely, I bear and am borne. The words used 
before the cross of Christ was fully known— Take thy 
cross — express the former idea : Accept thy cross and bear 
it. The words given by the Holy Spirit after the Crucified 
One had been glorified and revealed as our life — "Crucified 
with Christ" — point more to the other side : Believe that 
His cross, that He the Crucified One, bears thee. Ere the 
work was finished it was only — Take thy cross ; now the 
finished work is revealed, that is, taken up and transfigured 
in the higher— -'Crucified with Christ, / bear the cross and 
am borne. "I have been crucified with Christ : Christ 
liveth in me." It is only in the power of being borne that 
we can bear. 

Take Thy Cross. 
Yes, what first was put as a condition we had to fulfil 
if we were to follow Him, becomes its blessed fruit. When 
we hear the call, Follow Me, we think chiefly of all it 
implies to us. It is needful we do so. But it is not the 
chief thing. A trusted leader takes all the responsibility 
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of the way, and makes every provision. As we think of 
denying self, and taking the cross daily, we feel how little 
we know what it all means, how little we are able to per- 
form what we do know. We need to fix our heart upon 
Jesus, who calls us to take the cross and follow Him. On 
Calvary He led the way, and opened it for us, even to the 
throne of God's power. Let us fix our heart upon Him : 
As He led His disciples, He will lead us. The cross is a 
mystery. Taking the cross is a deep mystery. Crucified 
with Christ is the deepest mystery of redemption. The 
hidden wisdom of God is a mystery. Let us follow Christ 
with the true desire to come after Him, and live wholly 
as He to the glory of the Father, and enter through death 
with Him into fulness of life with Him as our leader. 

III. 

The Cross the Way to God. 

Christ also suffered far sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 
He might bring us to God. — 1 Peter Hi. IS. 

The Cross speaks of Sin : it was only as admitting to the 
full, and bearing the evil of sin, as hatred against God, that 
man could come to God. The Cross speaks of Curse : 
God's Judgment against sin ; as long as man did not accept 
and approve that judgment as righteou:;, there could be no 
thought of his being restored to God's presence. The 
Cross speaks of Suffering r it is only as, in suffering, the 
will of God is accepted, and everything given up to it, that 
there could be union with God. The Cross speaks of 
Death : it is only as man is ready to part utterly and entirely 
9 
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With his whole present he, to die to it, that he can enter 
into or fully receive unto himself, the life and glory of God. 
All this Christ did. His whole life was animated by the 
crucifixion spirit. 

His bearing the cross, and entering into God's Holy 
Presence, was the opening up of a way in which we too 
could draw n.gh. His death, the bearing of God's ju£! 
ment on sin. was the putting away of sin ; He made an 

A A T'u l beanng the condemnation and the curse 
and death He bore away the sin ; He abolished, broke the 
power of him that had the power of death, and set us his 
prisoners free^ The Cross, and the Blood, and the death 
or Christ are God s assurance to the sinner that there is an 
immediate acquittal to each one who will accept of and 
entrust h.mselt to this Saviour, and an everlasting admission 
o God Is favour and friendship. All the claims that God's 
law had against us : all the power Sin and Satan had over 

Z ! J5 J* a Vt? d : , he r d ? ath ° f Jesus was the death of 
sin and death. The path of the cross is the path Christ has 
opened for us ; in it we have full liberty and power to 
draw nigh to God. 
The Cross is the only way for human nature to come to 

It 1 1 L- t L e i J Path m Which Ch " st walked Himself; 
he path which He opened or us j the path in which we 
too walk ; the path in which alone we can lead others. 
The way of she Cross 

Zhl Vf W 7u ^ f'T? JeSUS a V man Personally walked His 
whole life through that as our Forerunner, He might enter 
in and appear before God for us, "being made perfect 
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through suffering, tie became unto ail them that obey Him 

crl J, et T nal A al ? t! ° n - For J esus Himself the 

cross was the path to God. 

,1 A d 7 C ^^ n ° Path H\ Chrlst t0 God b ut through 
death, the entire givingup or life, how much more this must 

thh the rf P f r J h,C A j e smn T can come t0 ' De Med 

f \ A i ° f u G °i d - , And , now t^t Christ's death is a 
finished thing, the death and the life we receive in Him il 
the power of such absolute surrender working in us, with 
the blessed indwelling to which it leads. It is this faith 

Ttr* T n t0 Say L JOy d y l am cnjcified w *h Christ. 
1 glory in the cross, by wh.ch I am crucified to the world " 

t LnT UC1 i! X1 ° n S1 u nt ' Wkh -V ts Pr ° test W*. and repara- 
tion from the world, its sacrifice of all self-pleasing, and its 

whot iV^T V° £u d 6Ven *? the death . ™rks the 
whole life and walk The cross daily borne and gloried 
m becomes indeed the path to God. 
The Way to Bless. 

th 7 In T h j Path we u Cai Vr n f an < hless others. It was as 
the crucified, g.vmg His life for men, that Christ won the 
power to bless them. It was His full acceptance of the 
sufferings of Christ on the way to glory, of which Peter 
speaks in his first ep ls t e, which filled him with boldness to 
testify for his Lord. It was the intensity of Paul's desire 
tor perfect conformity to his Lord's sufferings that save 
hanhs power as an Apsotle. In the measure in which the 

n™ F r S jK' t0 - G ° d ', a f acriflCe for me »' ""I the 
power or God s Spirit work through her. It is Christ 
crucified who saves men : it is Christ curcified, living and 



others ThV'' e ' C H 7' arS ready , t0 give oar Ws f ^ 
others That means-to forget ourselves, to sacrifice our- 
selves, to suffer anything that the lost may be won. 

Life Out of Death. 
f; 1 h ltr^ n a SO J u [ eilt ? rs int0 the truth of being cruci- 

SrE f ft ■ nd I bear f g ab ° Ut His *** J " t& body, 
he chief thought is that of personal sanctification. Death 

J^nnfl J v" d T mg t0 tHe S ° UL But th ^ desires 
? 0t M * » *"*«» !.? St m C f hHst as H ^ in whom 
alone the death and the life out of death is known and 

hatilH- T ^ COnteCt L w; * H"'™ opening up the secret 
that all His obedience to the Father, and victory over sin 
was not for any personal glorification but for the saving of 
o hers around Him And the believer learns that the path 
of the cross cannot be trod truly by any who are not willing 
to work and gwe their life for others. And that, on thf 
other hand, the only true power to bless others comes 

ivt c 7xiif: ath to the woM and •*■ *~ * 

(Jt C Ti! S r 3 ' Christ ' S Way t0 God - fOT Himself and 
tor us The Cross » our way to God-for ourselves and 
tor others : for ourselves that it may be so for others too. 
, 1 he church I* continually speaking of the secret of power 
n ltS ministry of salvation How little it is understood tha ' 
'only power over the world is to be crucified to the worll 
It is Christ crucified, a stumbling-block and foolishness to 



been caused (Gen. ,. 2), in the very world raised out of the 
rums of its previous kingdom, still sought to maintain its 
previous kingdom-that just here man was created to 
conquer and cast it out. It is this makes this world of such 
importance m the eyes of God and His angels : it is the 
battle-field where heaven and hell meet in deadly confUct 

T , 1 ^ ile Enemy of the Cross. 

the terrible history of mankind can never be rightly 
understood till we allow Scriptur, to teach us that, evln „ 
h ol\T P r m - ?°l whlch armies all, so there is, on 
the other hand amid what appears Nothing but a natural 

that hnU d , eVei0pment ' \ n Mgamsed s^™ ™<* kingdom 

use S \° Ver men ' that k L eeps them in ^™£ -d 
uses them m its war agamst the kingdom of God's Son 
On a scale of which we can form little conception, through 

11 theltrf fu^ ^ <¥ ' P3tie " Ce he ™< "^ 
all the hberty of human will and action, there is an un- 
ceasing contest going on Though the issue is not doubtful 
ttt Sufgle ^ ^^ and deStmCtive " In ** *** of 
the Cross is the turning point. 
In our text we have a wonderful lifting of the veil to 
show m what the redemption of the Cross implies. Having 
made T ^/T* Ae Pr ndpalitieS and the Powers, S? 
Ue in Hi ^T op ^V riumphin S over ^ - it 

if A ^ C T S ! In J the , darkne3S of the Craw the powers 
of darkness had made their onslaught ; together they 
pressed on Him with everything that is terrib e in their 
power, surrounding Him with the very darkness and misery 
H 



men, gWiecl in by those who can say U J am crucified with 
Christ, _ it is the preaching of the cross thus known and 
gloried in that is the power of God. 

IV. 

The Triumph of the Cross. 

Having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that was against us 
whtch was contrary to us ; He hath taken it out of the Way, nailing it to 
His Ljioss ; having put off from Himself the Principalities and the Powers, 
He made a show of them openly, TRIUMPHING OVER THEM IN !T .— Col. ii. 

Bui thanks be unto God, which always LEADETH US IN TMUMPH in 
Lhnst and maketh manifest through us the savour of His knowledge in 
every plane— 2 Cor. ii. 14. 

WHEN God placed Adam in Paradise that he should 
net only dress it but keep it, it is evident that there 
must have been some power of evil against which 
he had to watch and guard it. As all that God created 
during the six days were very good, the evil must have been 
in existence previously. Scripture does not reveal how 
and whence it came : it is enough that it exists, and 
threatens the very centre of the new creation, the Garden 
of God and the dwelling of man, with danger and ruin. 
Cod seeks to rob this evil of its power, and purposes doing 
so through the medium of man. The thought naturally 
suggests itself whether man may not have been created for 
this very purpose, to conquer the evil that had existed 
before him. It is this constitutes this apparently insignifi- 
cant earth the historic centre of the universe, that just here 
where the power— through whom most probably chaos had 
*3 
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of hell They formed a cloud so thick and dark that the 

offl " H° f G ,°f d M a T f ° r r, k Him - But He put *«" 
off from Himself ; He beat back the enemies and overcame 

the temptation He made a show of them openly ; in all 

the spirit world, before angels and devils, it was 

known that He conquered. 

The very grave gave up its dead. And so He triumphed 

Ztl H *?A l° ther - W ° rd th£ CT0SS h the s ^l of 

vtctory He led them m triumph as prisoners : their 
power for ever broken, the gate of the prison-house in 
which they hod men captive broken open, and liberty 
proclaimed to all their prisoners. The Prince of this world 
is now cast out. He no longer has power to hold in bond- 
age those who long for deliverance. He now onlu rules 
over those who consent to be his slaves. There is now a 
perfect deliverance for all who yield themselves to Christ 
and His cross. 

He Cross is a triumph : this is the great lesson of our 
text 1 he Cross is a triumph, which began when Christ 
cried : It is finished It is the beginning of a triumphal 
procession in which Christ moves on through the World in 
hidden glory leading captivity captive, leading into liberty 
His ransomed ones. And the believer can now ever re- 
joice, f hanks be to God, which always leadeth us in 
triumph in Christ. Every thought of the Cross every 
step under the Cross, every proclamation of the Cross 
ought to be in the tone of a Divine triumph. "Death is 
swallowed up m victory. Thanks be to God who giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
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Without this, our apprehension of the meaning and our 
experience of the power of the Cross, must be defective. 
We shall find this both in our personal life and in our 
iaboursdor others. In our personal life the Cross will be 
counted a burden : the call to bear it, a law hard to obey : 
the attempt to live the crucifixion life, a failure ; the thought 
of a daily death, a weariness. To crucify the flesh demands 
such unceasing watchfulness and self-denial that it is given 
up as a hopeless or fruitless task. It cannot be otherwise, 
until we know in some measure that the 

Cross is a triumph. 
We have not to crucify the flesh : it has been done in 
Christ. The act of crucifixion on Calvary is a finished 
transaction ; the life and spirit that goes forth from it works 
unceasing power. The call to us is to believe, to be of 
good cheer. Nothing less than His death can suffice us ; 
nothing less than His death is at our disposal. "Thanks 

nr G T^' Wh ° alwayS ieadettl us m ^iumph in Christ." 
Of no less consequence is it, in our service in the world, 
that we believe in the triumph of the Cross over the powers 
of darkness. Nothing less than an insight into this truth 
can teach us to know the supernatural strength, and the 
spiritual subtlety of our enemy. Nothing less can teach us 
what must be our object as we wrestle "against the world- 
T i i darknesa "~ tne bringing men away out from 

the world and the power of its prince. Nothing less than 
this, an insight into the triumph the Cross has won and ' 
ever given, can make us take our true position, as the in- 
struments and servants of our conquering King, whose one 






hope is to be led in triumph in Him. And nothing less 
can keep alive in us the courage and the hope which we 
need in our impotence as the mighty power of the enemy 
ever force themselves on us. Faith must learn to say in all 
its service and warfare, "Thanks be to God, who always 
ieadeth us m triumph in Christ." The Cross with its 
foolishness and weakness, its humiliation and shame, is the 
everlasting signal of the victory Christ hath won by weapons 
not of this warfare ; of the victory the church, and every 
servant of Christ, can continually win as he enters more 
deeply into the spirit of His crucified Lord, and so yields 
more fully to Him. 

V. 

The Crucifixion of the World. 

iZtl he i tf l°Tl, "* i0 ,f°l U 'lT in lhe 9™ °f° UT U ^ ^ Christ, 
through which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the 
Wortd. — Gat. th. 14. 

THERE is not a question of greater interest to the 
church of our day than that which deals with her 
_ relation to the world. The meaning of the word as 
Christ used it is simple. He used the expression of man- 
kind in its fallen state, and its alienation from God. He 
regarded it as an organised system or kingdom, the very 
opposite and the mortal enemy of His kingdom with a 
mighty unseen power, the god of this world, ruling it and a 
spirit, the spirit of this world, pervading it and giving it 
strength. He more than once gave this as His special 
characteristic I am not of the world." He as definitely 
taught His disciples, ye are not of the world." He 
J7 
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ZrU fA at h T USe they were not of tKe world, the 
world would hate them as it had hated Him. Of His 

Pll tS 7 thm V n .^ e - " This is your hour and the 

theTorl^ I""!' L Be J 0f L g ° 0dcheer - Ihave0v ^^ 
the wor d. In the hatred that nailed Him to the Cross 

the world revealed its true spirit, under the power of its 
god l n the cross Christ revealed His Spirit, His rejection 
of the world with all its threats and promises. The cross 
» the ^ of H]5 d> th H . s k . ngdom . s not Qf ^ 

world 1 he more we love the cross and live by it, the more 
we shall know what the world is, and be separate froml! 
lhe difference and antagonism between the two king- 
doms : is ^reconcilable However much the world be ex- 
ernally changed by Christian influence, its nature remains 

3LnTk\ T r ci ° I S f ^.apparently favourable the 

alliance between the world and the church, the peace is but 
hollow and for a time. When the cross is fully preached 
with ts revelation of sin and curse, with its claim to be 
accepted and borne-the enmity is speedily seen. And 
nothing can overcome the world but that which is begotten 

Glorying in the Cross. 
In our text we see how clearly Paul felt, and how boldly 
he proclaimed, the enmity between the cross and the world, 
1 glory m the cross, through which the world hath beer 
crucified to me and I to the world" He was so identified 
with the cross that its relation to the world Was his The 
cross was the separation between them. The cross was the 



sign of the world's condemnation of Christ : Paul accepted 
it ; he was crucified by the world and to it. The c/oss was 
God's condemnation of the world : Paul saw the world 
condemned, and under the curse. The cross was the ever- 
lasting separation between himself and the world as it is. 
The cross alone could be their meeting place and reconcilia- 
tion. It was for this he gloried in the cross, and preached 
it as the only power to draw men out of the world to God. 

The view many Christians take is the opposite of that 
of Christ and John and Paul They speak as if in some 
way the curse had been taken off the world, and its nature 
somehow softened. They think of educating and winning 
the world, by meeting it more than half-way, with offers of 
friendship. They regard the work of the church as being 
to permeate the world with a Christian spirit and take 
possession of it. They do not see that the spirit of the 
world permeates the church, and takes possession of it to a 
far larger extent. The offence of the cross is done away 
with, and the cross is so adorned with the flowers of earth 
that the world is quite content to give it a place among 
its idols. 

War with the Enemy. 

In war there is no greater danger than underrating the 
power of the enemy. The work of the church is a war, an 
unceasing battle. "Our wrestling is not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, the world- 
rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wicked- 
ness in the heavenly places." The world is sinful humanity, 
not a mere collection of individual men, led on by blind 
19 



chance in their sin. It is an organised force, animated 
unconsciously by one inspiriting force, a power of darkness 
kd or, by one leader, the god of this world. "Aforetime 
ye walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience." It is only as 
this truth is accepted in all its bearings by the church that 
it becomes capable of understanding the meaning of the 
cross, that it can see how it was meant to draw men out of 
the word, and that it will have the courage to believe that 
nothing but the persistent preaching of the cross in all its 
Divine incomprehensibility, is what can overcome the world 
and save men out of it. The powers of the other world, 
Lhe spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places " 
working here m men can only be conquered and brought 
into subjection by * higher power, the power of God/by 
Him Who having spoiled principalities and powers, tri- 
umphed oyer them in the cross." It is the cross, the cross 
with its sin and curse, and death, with its love and life 
-and triumph, which alone is the power of God. 

Blinded Minds. 
«J L he S^* Power of the world consists in its darkness. 
I he god of this world hath blinded the minds of the un- 
believing. Our wrestling is against the world-rulers of 
this darkness If aught of the spirit of this world be 
round in the believer or the church, just so far are they 
incapable of seeing things in the light of God. They judge 
or spiritual truth with a heart that is prejudiced by the 
spirit of the world m them. From this no honesty of pur- 
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pose, no earnestness of thought, no power of intellect care 
understand and receive God's truth no farther than the 
very Spirit of Christ and His cross have expelled, or is 
truly sought after to expel, the spirit of the world. The 
Holy Spirit, tenderly waited on and yielded to, is the only 
light that can open the eyes of the heart to see and know 
what is of the world and what is of God. And the Holy 
Spirit is only truly yielded to, as the Cross, with its cruci- 
fixion of the flesh and of the world, has become the law 
of our life. The cross and the world are diametrically and 
unchangeably opposed to each other. 

This is the rum that sin wrought. Man was to have-. 
lived on earth in the power of the heavenly life, in fellow- 
ship with God and obedience to His will. When he sinned, 
he fell entirely under the power of this present invisible 
world, as the god of this world rules it, and uses it as a 
means of temptation and sin. His eyes closed to spiritual 
and eternal things ; those of time and sense mastered and. 
ruled him. Some speak as if the cross of Christ had so 
taken away the curse and power of sin in the world that 
the believer is now free to enter into the enjoyment of it 
without danger, that the church has now the power of 
appropriating it, the calling to take possession of it for God.. 
This is certainly not what Scripture teaches. The cross 
mooes the curse from the heliever, not from the world. What- 
ever has sm in it, has the curse on it as much as ever. 
What the believer is to possess of the world and its goods 
must first be sanctified by the word and by prayer. Nothing 
but the discovery of the evil of, and the deliverance from, 
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the spirit of the world by the cross and Spirit of Christ 
nothing but the spirit and power of the cross animating us' 
separating and freeing us from the spirit of the world can 
keep us so that we be in the world, but not of it. It cost 
Christ His agony and bloodsweat, His awful death-struggle 
the sacn fice or His life, to conquer the world by the cross ; 
nothing less than a lull and hearty entrance into fellowship 
with Him m His crucifixion, can save us from its power. 
Crucified with Christ. 
In the Epistle to the Galatians there are several passages 
having reference to the cross of Christ. Only one of them 
speaks definitely of the Atonement, "Christ hath redeemed 
us hom the curse being made a curse for us." The others 
all bear upon the fellowship with the cross, and its relation 
to our inner life When Paul says : "I have been crucified 
with Christ, and I live no longer, but Christ h'veth in me" • 
They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh" ; "I am 
crucified to the world" ; he speaks of a life, an inward 
disposition, a spiritual experience, in which the very spirit 
-and power that animated Christ, when He bore the cross 
is maintained arid manifested. There are many who profess 
to make their boast m the cross, and count their faith in 
the righteousness of Christ as our justification before God, 
as the great proof of faithfulness to Scripture, and who yet, 
in their whole-hearted enjoyment and toleration and par- 
ticipation of what is of the spirit of this world, prove that 
the glorying in a cross which crucifies the world has no 
real place in their religion. The cross that atones, and the 
world that crucified, are at peace. The cross that crucifies 



the world as an accursed thing, and keeps us crucified to 
it, is unknown. 

If the preaching of the cross not only for justification but 
tor sanctification, not only for pardon of sin but for power 
over the world, and an entire freedom from its spirit, is to 
take the place in the church it had with Paul, we must 
beseech God to reveal what He means by the world, what 
He intends by the power of the cross. It is in the lives of 
men actually and manifestly crucified to the world and all 
that is of it, that the cross will prove its power. 

The Cross. 

Lorn ! day by day I view Thy wondrous Cross, 

The Cross of Calvary : 
And day by day I stretch my hands thereon 

And die with Thee. 2 Cor. iv. 10, I f . 

I "glory in the Cross" most loving Lord, Gal. vi, 14. 

Because I know 
It is the power to save and satisfy, 

Where er I go. 
The daily Cross becomes the deepest joy. 

For j ast beyond 
The Cross, [ see how Cross and Crown 

Do correspond. Heb. xii. 2. 

Oh! gracious Lord, how sweet to take from Thee 

The daily Cross ! 
And know I cannot separate for evermore 

Its gain and loss. 
The daily Cross is daily loss to all 

That keeps from Thee ; 
The daily Cross is daily gain of all, Phil iii 7 8 

Thou art for me.— B.P.H. 






